Steps Toward the Gospel Ministry in the Presbyterian Church in America

Step 1 - Preparation

1. Develop a faithful walk with the Lord – personally, in your family, and in your church.

2. Become an active member of a PCA church – the BCO (18-2) requires you to be a member of the PCA church recommending you for at least 6 months before applying to be a candidate.

3. Do some reading about what it means to be called to the ministry. Ed Clowney, Sinclair Ferguson, and Charles Spurgeon have some helpful books which address this.

4. Talk to your church pastor and session. Tell them of your interest in pursuing the ministry. Have them help you prepare and asses your giftedness for the ministry.

Step 2 – Come Under Care of a PCA Presbytery

1. Meet with your church session and have them give you an official, written recommendation to come under care of the presbytery.

2. Either you or your pastor should get in touch with the chairman of the presbytery’s Candidates Committee / Leadership Development Team / Leadership Development Team and express your desire to come under care at the next presbytery meeting.

3. Fill out the application to be a candidate in the presbytery, and prepare a written statement of both your testimony and your sense of being called to the ministry. You will need to turn these materials in to the chairman of the Candidates Committee / Leadership Development Team / Leadership Development Team at least 1 month prior to the presbytery meeting at which you are hoping to come under care.

4. Pass an examination (in committee and on the floor of presbytery) of your testimony and call to ministry. (Please note that this step can be done any time before, during, or after college or seminary)

5. You will have a member of the presbytery appointed as your presbytery “mentor.” This person’s responsibility is to stay in regular contact with you during the process of pursuing the ministry and to provide you with encouragement and accountability.

6. You should also meet with the chairman of the Candidates Committee / Leadership Development Team in order to discuss beginning your presbytery internship program.  This internship can occur concurrently with your academic training or include an intern year after seminary (Refer to BOCO 19-7 to 19-16).

Step 3 – Prepare Academically

1. Receive a B.A. degree or its academic equivalent from a college or university.

2. Receive a diploma of Bachelor or Master from some approved theological seminary, or authentic testimonials of having completed a regular course of theological studies, or a certificate of completion of and endorsement from a theological study program as approved by the General Assembly and one of the Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church in America (see BOCO 21-4).

3. During your academic training time make sure not to neglect the responsibilities mentioned in step 1 above.  This is a crucial time to cultivate the Lord’s work in your own life and to seek wisdom regarding your call to the ministry.

Step 4 – Be Licensed To Preach By A PCA Presbytery

1. Contact the chairman of the examinations committee and indicate your desire to be licensed at the next presbytery meeting.

2. Take written exams in English Bible, Theology, and the Book of Church Order, prepare a sermon to preach at presbytery (15-25 minutes long on a text which will be given to you), and fill out the presbytery “views” form.  All of these written materials (including the sermon) will be due to the chairman at least 1 month prior to the presbytery at which you are hoping to be licensed.

3. Pass an examination (in committee and on the floor of presbytery) in English Bible, Theology, Book of Church Order, and preach a sermon to the presbytery.

4. Be ready to answer the questions for licensure that will be posed to you by the moderator of the presbytery meeting (BOCO 19-3).

Step 5 – Pursue A Call

1. In order to be ordained in the PCA, you must have a call to a specific ministry of a congregation, presbytery, or the general assembly.

2. You should not move to the field on which you hope to ministry until after the presbytery has approved the call and given you permission to move to the field.

3. After you have received a definite call, you should contact the chairman of the exams committee and express your desire to be ordained at the next presbytery meeting.

Step 6 – Be Ordained In A PCA Presbytery

1. Take written exams in church history and sacraments.

2. Prepare an exegetical paper and a theological paper on assigned passages/topics given by the presbytery. The written exams and papers will need to be completed and returned to the chairman of the examinations committee at least 1 month prior to the presbytery meeting at which you are hoping to take the ordination exams.

3. Pass an examination (in committee and on the floor of presbytery) in the areas of church history and sacraments.  Please note that although these are the only additional areas of examination required for ordination, it is always the prerogative of the presbytery/committee to re-examine those areas covered in licensure. This is done almost only in cases where there was a perceived weakness observed in the licensure exam and where the candidate is given proper explanation.

4. Have an official copy of your seminary transcripts sent to the chairman at least 1 month prior to the presbytery meeting.

5. Send a copy of your official call to the examinations committee chairman at least 1 month prior to the presbytery meeting.  Or, if this is not possible, as soon as it is possible.  Bring 2 written copies of the official call to the presbytery meeting.

6. Pending the approval of your ordination examination by presbytery, prepare a commission of men and a date on which to conduct your ordination and installation service.  To be safe, choose 3 ruling elders and 3 teaching elders to participate.  This commission will need to be approved at the presbytery meeting. If you desire to have someone from outside the presbytery under which you are being ordained, participate in the service, there will need to be a separate presbytery vote on that individual.

7. Familiarize yourself with the ordination and installation questions you will be asked at your ordination service (BOCO 21-5).

